Using Court-appointed Professionals
1 __never, 2 __hardly ever, 3 __sometimes, 4 __often, 5 __quite often, 6 __not applicable, 7 __prefer not to answer
	After you separated/divorced
	Using Court-appointed Professionals

	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	1. Your court appointed custody evaluator, mediator, or guardian-ad-Litem (GAL) misinterpreted information collected in their interviews. ,[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Chesler, Phyllis. Mothers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody. 2011.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	2. The mediator assigned to your case refused to allow you to meet in a separate room from your ex after you reported coercive control of you or your children during the relationship. [endnoteRef:2], [endnoteRef:3] [2:  Wingfield, Debra. Observed behavior or reported directly to author. 2011.]  [3:  Spearman, K. J., et al. "Post-Separation Abuse: A Concept Analysis." Journal of Advanced Nursing, vol. 79, 2023, pp. 1225-1246. https://doi.org/10.1111/jan.15310.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	3. Court-appointed professionals denied reports of coercive control during custody/parenting time evaluations, mediation, or GAL meetings even when documentation was provided to the professional. [endnoteRef:4],[endnoteRef:5] [4:  Chesler, Phyllis. Mothers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody.
]  [5:  Spearman, K. J., et al. Post-separation abuse: A concept analysis. 
] 


	1   2  3  4  5  8  9
	4. Your ex alleged parental alienation against you when he was the one brainwashing the children against you. [endnoteRef:6],[endnoteRef:7],[endnoteRef:8] [6:  Wingfield, Debra. Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
]  [7:  Chesler, Phyllis. Mothers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody.
]  [8:  Fink, P. J. "Parental Alienation Syndrome." Domestic Violence, Abuse, and Child Custody: Legal Strategies and Policy Issues, edited by Mo Therese Hannah and Barry Goldstein, Civic Research Institute, 2010, pp.12-1 – 12-8.
] 


	1   2  3  4  5  8  9
	5. There was more than one Child Family Investigator or custody evaluator appointed to your case. [endnoteRef:9] [9:  Wingfield, Debra. Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	6. Mediators, custody/parenting time evaluators, or GALs recommended or encouraged joint custody/parenting time (50/50 split) even when presented with evidence of coercive control. [endnoteRef:10],[endnoteRef:11] [10:  Wingfield, Debra.  Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
]  [11:  Spearman, K. J., et al, Post-separation abuse: A concept analysis. 
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	7. You were asked directly by the mediator, custody evaluator, or GAL if there was a history of coercive control during the relationship directed at you and/or your children. [endnoteRef:12] [12:  Holtzworth‐Munroe, Amy, Cynthia J. Beck, and A. G. Applegate. "The Mediator's Assessment of Safety Issues and Concerns (MASIC): A Screening Interview for Intimate Partner Violence and Abuse Available in the Public Domain." Family Court Review, vol. [volume number if available], 2010, pp.646-662.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	8. When you insisted on divorce, your ex had you examined by multiple psychiatrists or psychologists.[endnoteRef:13] [13:  Chesler, Phyllis. Mothers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	9.  During mediation, custody evaluations, or meetings with the GAL, your experiences of coercive control were never considered a safety factor for your children even if your ex showed signs of “physical abuse” toward the children before the meetings.[endnoteRef:14] [14:  Hardesty, Jennifer L., and Lawrence H. Ganong. "How Women Make Custody Decisions and Manage Co-Parenting with Abusive Former Husbands." Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, vol. 23, no. 4, 2006, pp. 543-563.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	10. Psychiatrists said your self-esteem was too low for you to be a good parent.[endnoteRef:15] [15:  Chesler, Phyllis. Mothers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	11.  During mediation, custody/parenting time evaluations, or meetings with the GAL, your experiences of coercive control were dismissed and never considered a safety factor for your children even if your ex showed signs of “emotional coercive control” toward the children before the meetings. [endnoteRef:16] [16:  Hardesty, Jennifer L., and Lawrence H. Ganong. "How Women Make Custody Decisions and Manage Co-Parenting with Abusive Former Husbands."
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	12. The Psychiatrist/psychologist said your career was bad for your children.[endnoteRef:17],[endnoteRef:18]  [17:  Wingfield, Debra. Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
]  [18:  Chesler, Phyllis. Mothers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	13. When the court professional never asked, you directly told the mediator, custody/parenting time evaluator, or GAL there was a history of coercive control during the relationship directed at you and/or the children.[endnoteRef:19] [19:  Hardesty, Jennifer L., and Lawrence H. Ganong. "How Women Make Custody Decisions and Manage Co-Parenting with Abusive Former Husbands."
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	14. You were afraid to tell the mediator, custody evaluator, or GAL there was a history of coercive control during the relationship directed at you or the children.[endnoteRef:20] [20:  Hardesty, Jennifer L., and Lawrence H. Ganong. "How Women Make Custody Decisions and Manage Co-Parenting with Abusive Former Husbands."
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	15. When you told the mediator, custody/parenting time evaluator, or GAL there was a history of coercive control during the relationship directed at you and/or the children, they would ask the father to respond to the allegations and ask for admissible evidence.[endnoteRef:21] [21:  Hardesty, Jennifer L., and Lawrence H. Ganong. "How Women Make Custody Decisions and Manage Co-Parenting with Abusive Former Husbands."
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	16.  The GAL was “charmed” by your coercive controlling ex and he was given custody/parenting time unsupervised access to your children.[endnoteRef:22]  [22:  Wingfield, Debra. Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	17. Mediator, custody/parenting time evaluator, or GAL preferences occurred regardless of who wants custody/parenting time or whether coercive control against the mother happened. However, if sole or primary custody/parenting time is to be awarded to either parent, the mediator, custody/parenting time evaluator, or GAL preferred to give as much time with the father as possible (i.e., liberal visitation in the case of sole custody/ parenting time)—especially if the father requests such time.[endnoteRef:23]   [23:  Hardesty, Jennifer L., and Lawrence H. Ganong. "How Women Make Custody Decisions and Manage Co-Parenting with Abusive Former Husbands."
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	18. Multiple parenting supervisors were appointed to supervise your parenting time while the other parent received no supervised parenting time.[endnoteRef:24]  [24:  Southerland, T. J. "High Conflict Divorce or Stalking by Way of Family Court? The Empowerment of a Wealthy Abuser in Family Court Litigation: Linda v. Lyle – A Case Study." Massachusetts Family Law Journal, vol. 22, no. 1 & 2, 2004, pp. 4-16.
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	19. When you told the mediator, custody/parenting time evaluator, or GAL there was a history of coercive control during the relationship directed at you or the children, they would dismiss these reports without evidence or would say it no longer mattered since you were no longer in the relationship anymore. This was especially true for non-physical coercive control toward you.[endnoteRef:25]   [25:  Hardesty, Jennifer L., and Lawrence H. Ganong. "How Women Make Custody Decisions and Manage Co-Parenting with Abusive Former Husbands."
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	20. The mediator, custody/parenting time evaluator, or GAL criticized or punished you for attempting to protect your children in ways the mediator, custody/ parenting time evaluator, or GAL refused to understand.[endnoteRef:26]  [26:  Hardesty, Jennifer L., and Lawrence H. Ganong. "How Women Make Custody Decisions and Manage Co-Parenting with Abusive Former Husbands."
] 


	1  2  3  4  5  8  9
	21.  If sole or primary custody/parenting time was awarded, the mediator, custody/parenting time evaluator, or GAL favored the parent who meets one or more of the following criteria: a) remains substances use free, b) employed, c) promotes children’s education, d) ensures basic needs are taken care of (hygiene, housing, food), or e) acts professionally during the meeting (e.g. he does fails to act aggressively).[endnoteRef:27] [27:  Hardesty, Jennifer L., and Lawrence H. Ganong. "How Women Make Custody Decisions and Manage Co-Parenting with Abusive Former Husbands."
] 




