Using Family Court Judges
1 __never, 2 __hardly ever, 3 __sometimes, 4 __often, 5 __quite often, 6 __not applicable, 7 __prefer not to answer
	After you separated/ divorced
	Using Family Court Judges

	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	1. The judge ordered you to have visitation only at the father's discretion.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Chesler, Phyllis, (2011). Mothers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	2. The judge threatened dire consequences if you failed to obey.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Hardesty, J. L., & Ganong, L. H. (2006). How women make custody decisions and manage co-parenting with abusive former husbands. Journal of social and personal relationships, 23(4), 543-563.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	3. The judge treated you with a father-like attitude, denial of protection, and treated your claims as lies.[endnoteRef:3],[endnoteRef:4]  [3:  Dragiewicz, Molly.  (2010). Gender Bias in the courts: Implications for Battered Mothers and Their Children. In Domestic Violence, Abuse and Child Custody ed. Mo Therese Hannah, Ph.D. and Barry Goldstein, J.D., Chapter 5, Civic Research Institute: Kingston, NJ.
]  [4:  Brandt, S. (2023). The myth of gender neutrality in family court: A clinician's perspective on determinations of “the best interest of the child”. International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies, 20(3), 403–434. https://doi.org/10.1002/aps.1838] 



	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	4. The judge kept you from moving away from the coercive controller and kept you from family and resources by threatening loss of custody if you relocate.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Atkinson, J. (2010). The law of relocation of children. Behavioral sciences & the law, 28(4), 563-579.] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	5. The judge allowed himself or herself to be fooled by your coercive controller’s charm.[endnoteRef:6]   [6:  Wingfield, D. (2011). Observed behavior or reported directly to author.] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	6. The judge charged you with contempt and jailed you for failing to provide a cell phone for your child, even though the child has access to other phones or communication methods to use to communicate with the other parent.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Wingfield, D. (2011). Observed behavior or reported directly to author.] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	7. The judge put you in jail for protecting your children from an abusive (sexually, physically, emotionally) father.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Wingfield, D. (2011). Observed behavior or reported directly to author.] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	8. The judge used the coercive controller’s previous threats to take your children away from you, making this nightmare come true.[endnoteRef:9]   [9:  Clements, K. A., Sprecher, M., Modica, S., Terrones, M., Gregory, K., & Sullivan, C. M. (2022). The Use of Children as a Tactic of Intimate Partner Violence and its Relationship to Survivors’ Mental Health. Journal of family violence, 37(7), 1049-1055.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	9. The judge ordered you into “alienation therapy” to learn how to stop “alienating” the children from their father.[endnoteRef:10],[endnoteRef:11] [10:  Wingfield, D. (2011). Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
]  [11:  Meier, J. (2020). U.S. child custody outcomes in cases involving parental alienation and abuse allegations: what do the data show? Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law, January, 1-14. DOI: 10.1080/09649069.2020.1701941  ] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	10. You wanted to move away and were prevented from moving away with your children even if this would allow them to survive economically and psychologically.[endnoteRef:12],[endnoteRef:13] [12:  Wingfield, D. (2011). Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
]  [13: Chesler, Phyllis, (2011). Mothers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody.
 ] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	11. The judge refused to issue or enforce adequate child support, spousal maintenance, or alimony orders, and can reinforce this control.[endnoteRef:14] [14:  Zeoli, A. M., Rivera, E. A., Sullivan, C. M., & Kubiak, S. (2013). Post-Separation Abuse of Women and their Children: Boundary-setting and Family Court Utilization among Victimized Mothers. Journal of family violence, 28(6), 547–560. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-013-9528-7  ] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	12. Your ex kidnapped your child and then became assaultive to others after you found him. Multiple people pressed charges, and your ex was arrested. He was released without bail, once the judge understood it was a "domestic matter."[endnoteRef:15] [15:  Chesler, Phyllis, (2011). Mothers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	13. The judge viewed your unwillingness to consider joint custody/parenting time with an ex-partner who had never been formally charged with abuse or domestic violence as unreasonable.[endnoteRef:16],[endnoteRef:17] [16:  Wingfield, D. (2011). Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
]  [17:  Jaffe-Geffner, N. (2022). Gender Bias in Cross-Allegation Domestic Violence-Parental Alienation Custody Cases: Can States Legislate the Fix?. Columbia Journal of Gender and Law, 42(1), 58–111. https://doi.org/10.52214/cjgl.v42i1.9373] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	14. The judge was untrained about domestic violence/ coercive control victims, and misread how you looked or acted in court. For example, the judge viewed your passive behavior and well-groomed appearance as evidence that the domestic violence/coercive control was unharmful to you; the judge viewed your emotional behavior and exhausted appearance as evidence that you were “too emotional,” mentally ill, perhaps lied about the coercive control, or were coercive controlling yourself. [endnoteRef:18] [18:  Walker, L.E.A., Cummings, D.M., & Cummings, N. A. (Eds.). (2012). Our Broken Family Court System. Ithaca Press: NY. ] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	15. The judge refused to grant or enforce restraining orders against your coercive controller partner.[endnoteRef:19] [19:  Wingfield, D. (2011). Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	16. The judge was inclined to favor the calm, cooperative, controlled (and controlling) father over you, the distressed, anxious, and difficult mother.[endnoteRef:20],[endnoteRef:21]  [20:  Hon. Jerry J. Bowles, Hon. Kaye K. Christian, Margaret B. Drew, JD,  & Katheryn L. Yetter, JD for the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges. (2008). A Judicial Guide to Child Safety in Custody Cases @ http://www.ncjfcj.org/sites/default/files/judicial%20guide_0_0.pdf]  [21:  Godbout, E., Parent, C., & Saint-Jacques, M. C. (2015). Positions taken by judges and custody experts on issues relating to the best interests of children in custody disputes in Quebec. International Journal of Law, Policy and the Family, 29(3), 272-300.] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	17. The judge refused to consider psychological damage to your children as “abuse” and failed to include the children in safe orders.[endnoteRef:22] [22:  Khaw, L., Bermea, A., Hardesty,J. L., Saunders, D. &  Whittaker, A. M. (2018). “The System Had Choked Me Too”: Abused Mothers’ Perceptions of the Custody Determination Process That Resulted in Negative Custody Outcomes. Journal of Interpersonal Violence 1-25. DOI: 10.1177/0886260518791226.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	18. The judge issued restraining orders to both your coercive controller partner and to you, indicating that the coercive control was partially your fault.[endnoteRef:23],[endnoteRef:24] [23:  Andreano, J. (2020). The Disproportionate Effect of Mutual Restraining Orders on Same-Sex Domestic Violence Victims. California Law Review, 108(3), 1047–1074. https://www.jstor.org/stable/26977930 
]  [24:  Committee on Psychosocial Aspects of Child and Family Health, Committee on Early Childhood, Adoption, and Dependent Care, and Section on Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, Garner, A. S., Shonkoff, J. P., Siegel, B. S., Dobbins, M. I., Earls, M. F., ... & Wood, D. L. (2012). Early childhood adversity, toxic stress, and the role of the pediatrician: translating developmental science into lifelong health. Pediatrics, 129(1), e224-e231.] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	19. The judge viewed counseling received by the coercive controller as a “cure,” and with no evidence of recent domestic violence/coercive control incidents, treated the coercive controller as a responsible and caring parent.[endnoteRef:25] [25:  Bancroft, L. & Silverman, J. G. (2002). The Batterer as Parent: Addressing the Impact of Domestic Violence on Family Dynamics. SAGE Publications, Inc.: Thousand Oaks, CA.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	20. The judge down-played the coercive control in the relationship, or refused to consider the pattern of coercive control over time.[endnoteRef:26],[endnoteRef:27] [26:  Hanna, C. (2009). The Paradox of Progress: Translating Evan Stark’s Coercive Control Into Legal Doctrine for Abused Women. Violence Against Women, 15(12), 1458–1476. https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801209347091
]  [27:  Walker, L.E.A., Cummings, D.M., & Cummings, N. A. (Eds.). (2012). Our Broken Family Court System. Ithaca Press: NY. 
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	21. The judge treated domestic violence charges against your coercive controller ex-partner and against you as equally real, even though your ex filed charges against you as an intimidation strategy after you separated. [endnoteRef:28]  [28:  Jeffries, S. (2016). In the Best Interests of the Abuser: Coercive Control, Child Custody Proceedings and the “Expert” Assessments That Guide Judicial Determinations. Laws, 5(1), 14. MDPI AG. Retrieved from http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/laws5010014] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	22. The judge acted like he or she was unable to believe your financially stable, well-educated ex-partner could be a violent or coercive controlling man.[endnoteRef:29] [29:  Saunders, D. G. (2015). Research based recommendations for child custody evaluation practices and policies in cases of intimate partner violence. Journal of Child Custody, 12, 71-92. doi: 10.1080/15379418.2015.1037052] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	23. The judge believed your social or career problems were your fault, instead of the result of coercive control.  For example, the judge failed to understand that your coercive controlling spouse isolated you from your family and friends; failed to understand that your coercive controlling partner prevented you from working outside the home.[endnoteRef:30] [30:  Katz, E. (2022). Coercive Control in Children’s and Mothers’ Lives. Oxford University Press.] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	24. The judge counted only documented incidents of domestic violence, required evidence of several domestic violence incidents, counted only recent incidents, or required a higher standard of proof.[endnoteRef:31]  [31:  Brandt, S., & Rudden, M. (2020). A psychoanalytic perspective on victims of domestic violence and coercive control. International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies, 17(3), 215-231.] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	25. The judge held you, the mother, to a higher level of care for the children than the father.[endnoteRef:32] [32:  Brandt, S. (2023). The myth of gender neutrality in family court: A clinician's perspective on determinations of “the best interest of the child”. International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies, 20(3), 403–434. https://doi.org/10.1002/aps.1838
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	26. The judge expects you, the mother, to have a job and support your children even if their capable father is unemployed by choice.[endnoteRef:33] [33:  Khaw, L., Bermea, A., Hardesty, J. L., Saunders, D. &  Whittaker, A. M. (2018). “The System Had Choked Me Too”: Abused Mothers’ Perceptions of the Custody Determination Process That Resulted in Negative Custody Outcomes. Journal of Interpersonal Violence 1-25. DOI: 10.1177/0886260518791226.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	27. The judge cut off your testimony before you had placed all facts in evidence.[endnoteRef:34] [34:  Fischel‐Wolovick, L. (2020). Battered mothers and children in the courts: A lawyer's view. International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies, 17(3), 246-261.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	28. The judge allowed your ex to complete his testimony uninterrupted.[endnoteRef:35] [35:  Fischel‐Wolovick, L. (2020). Battered mothers and children in the courts: A lawyer's view. International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies, 17(3), 246-261.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	29. The judge failed to follow due process requirements by making an audio, video, or written record of all court proceedings.[endnoteRef:36] [36:  Wingfield, D. (2011). Observed behavior or reported directly to author.
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	30. The judge placed gag orders on you to keep you from raising allegations of abuse/neglect or judicial misconduct.[endnoteRef:37] [37:  Saunders, D. G. (2019, September 1). Custody and visitation decisions in cases of intimate partner violence: Evidence of major problems and promising solutions. Retrieved from https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniel-Saunders/publication/346273346_Custody_and_Visitation_Decisions_in_Cases_of_Intimate_Partner_Violence_Evidence_of_Major_Problems_and_Promising_Solutions_Testimony_before_the_State_of_Maryland_Workgroup_to_Study_Child_Custody_Court_/links/5fbd64bf92851c933f5767aa/Custody-and-Visitation-Decisions-in-Cases-of-Intimate-Partner-Violence-Evidence-of-Major-Problems-and-Promising-Solutions-Testimony-before-the-State-of-Maryland-Workgroup-to-Study-Child-Custody-Court.pdf ] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	31. The judge failed to understand that your thinking and memory problems when being questioned may be the result of being a coercive controlled spouse. For example, your inability to remember important details or events were instead judged to be indicators of immaturity or lying instead of a result of stress, trauma, or coercive control.[endnoteRef:38] [38:  Walker, L.E.A., Cummings, D.M., & Cummings, N. A. (Eds.). (2012). Our Broken Family Court System. Ithaca Press: NY.] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	32. The judge failed to understand that your avoidance, emotional numbing, and distraction are the result of being a coercive controlled spouse.  For example, your unusual responses in court regarding coercive control were thought to be indicators of failure to care or lying instead of a result of stress, trauma, or coercive control.[endnoteRef:39],[endnoteRef:40] [39:  Walker, L.E.A., Cummings, D.M., & Cummings, N. A. (Eds.). (2012). Our Broken Family Court System. Ithaca Press: NY.]  [40:  Woods, A. B., Page, G. G., O'Campo, P., Pugh, L. C., Ford, D., & Campbell, J. C. (2005). The mediation effect of posttraumatic stress disorder symptoms on the relationship of intimate partner violence and IFN-gamma levels. American journal of community psychology, 36(1-2), 159–175. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10464-005-6240-7
] 


	1 2 3 4 5 6 7
	33. The judge failed to understand that your anxiety and nervousness in court may be the result of being a coercive controlled spouse.  For example, your fearfulness, irritability, crying, and inability to focus were instead judged to be indicators of immaturity, or mental instability instead of a result of stress, trauma, or coercive control.[endnoteRef:41] [41:  Dunlap, J. (2014). The ‘Pitiless Double Abuse’ of Battered Mothers. SSRN Electronic Journal. DOI: 10.2139/ssrn.2455806] 




